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How It Works: GC FireCell Structuring & Response

• GC FireCell defines the area of 

coverage, usually starting with a 

set of polygons that describe the 

exposures.

• GC FireCell uses a grid with a 

resolution of 0.001 decimal 

degrees (about 100meters) to 

represent exposures with a set of 

“virtual stations.”

• GC FireCell associates a 

fire pixel (circle) to each 

satellite observation with a 

radius proportional to the 

instrument resolution.

• The stations within the 

footprint of those fire pixels 

produce a payout equal to 

their assigned limit.
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California (Gondola) Case Study

GC FireCell

On July 3, 2002, the Gondola Wildfire started in South Lake Tahoe, CA

FireCell Cover

A GC FireCell parametric 
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Australia (Catarrh Creek Fire) Case Study

GC FireCell

On March 9, 2019, the Catarrh Creek Fire started in New South Wales, Australia

Near Real Time

FIRMS satellite wildfire 

observations are available within 

approximately 3 hours of data 

acquisition and reviewed 

periodically.

Continuous Monitoring

FIRMS continuously monitored this 

event, providing an accurate 

reflection of what occurred in near 

real time. As the footprint progresses, 

GC FireCell tracks the payout.
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Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC provides this report for general information only. The information contained herein is based on sources we believe reliable, but we do not guarantee its accuracy, and it should be 

understood to be general insurance/reinsurance information only. Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC makes no representations or warranties, express or implied. The information is not intended to be taken as advice with 

respect to any individual situation and cannot be relied upon as such. Statements concerning tax, accounting, legal or regula tory matters should be understood to be general observations based solely on our experience 

as reinsurance brokers and risk consultants, and may not be relied upon as tax, accounting, legal or regulatory advice, which we are not authorized to provide. All such matters should be reviewed with your own qualified 

advisors in these areas.

*Securities or investments, as applicable, are offered in the United States through GC Securities, a division of MMC Securities LLC, a US registered broker-dealer and member FINRA/NFA/SIPC. Main Office: 1166 Avenue 

of the Americas, New York, NY 10036. Phone: (212) 345-5000. Securities or investments, as applicable, are offered in the United Kingdom by GC Securities, a division of MMC Securities Ltd., which is authorized and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 12 Endeavour Square, London, E20 1JN. Reinsurance products are placed through qualified affiliates of Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC. MMC Securities LLC, MMC 

Securities (Europe) Ltd. and Guy Carpenter & Company, LLC are affiliates owned by Marsh McLennan. This communication is not intended as an offer to sell or a solicitation of any offer to buy any security, financial 

instrument, reinsurance or insurance product.

Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on any historical, current or forward-looking statements. Guy Carpenter & Comp
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